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SUBJECT: ARTICLE ON SEX AND THE SINGULAR SOUTH AFRICAN 

1 . THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE APPEARED IN THE JULY 12 WASHINGTON 
POST: 


2. HERE'S A RIDDLE FOR YOU. IN SOUTH AFRICA, WHERE THE 
WHITE MINORITY ENFORCES-OVERWHELMINGLY TO ITS OWN ADVANTAGE 
-THE SYSTEM OF RACIAL SEPARATION KNOWN AS APARTHEID, ONE 
LAW PROSCRIBES MARRIAGE AND ANOTHER EXTRAMARITAL SEX BE- 
TWEEN BLACKS AND WHITES. AS A RESULT, IN SUCH A RACIALLY 
STRICT SOCIETY, ESPECIALLY ONE DOMINATED BY GOD-FEARING 
LAW-ABIDING AFRIKAANERS, YOU WOULD EXPECT TO FIND ALMOST 
NO ONE OF MIXED BLOOD, ASIDE FROM THE PROGENY OF A FEW 
ASSAULTS OR ACCIDENTS. RIGHT? WRONG. THERE ARE UPWARDS 
OF TWO MILLION "COLOREDS." NO LAWS MAY HAVE BEEN VIOLATED 
MORE FREQUENTLY AND, YOU MAY BE SURE, AT THE INSTANCE OF 
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WHITE MEN, NOT BLACK MEN, THAN THE "IMMORALITY ACT" AND 
"PROHIBITION OF MIXED MARRIAGES ACT," AS THEY ARE CALLED. 

BUT THESE LAWS REPRESENT MUCH MORE THAN A BOUNDLESS WHITE 
HYPOCRISY AND ARROGANCE. REACHING AN AREA THAT ALL CIVILIZ- 
ED SOCIETIES LEAVE TO PERSONAL, EXTRA-LEGAL CHOICE, THEY 
WREAK INDIGNITY AND MISERY UPON THE HUNDREDS OF INDIVIDUALS 
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EACH YEAR WHO ARE PROSECUTED UNDER THEM, AND THEY CAST A 
PALL OF PREJUDICE UPON THE NON- WHITE COMMUNITIES AS A 
WHOLE. THEY ARE JUSTLY, A PRINCIPAL FOUNT OF THE ODIOUS 
REPUTATION THAT IS SOUTH AERICA'S IN THE WORLD TODAY. 

IT IS, THEN, NO SMALL MATTER THAT WITHIN THE RULING 
NATIONAL PARTY ITSELE THESE LAWS HAVE BECOME A SPECIAL 
ARENA OE THE LARGER DISPUTE NOW DEVELOPING OVER APARTHEID. 
IT PITS THOSE WHO WOULD ELIMINATE THE HARSHEST ASPECTS OE 
APARTHEID IN ORDER TO PRESERVE A WHITE POSITION IN THE 
NATION, AGAINST THOSE WHO FEAR THAT EVEN LIMITED AND CON- 
TROLLED CHANGES MAY IMPEL WHITES DOWN A SLIPPERY SLOPE ON 
WHICH THERE CAN BE NO PAUSE. SEVERAL GOVERNMENT MINISTERS 
SENSITIVE TO SOUTH AERICA'S INTERNATIONAL POSITION, IP NOT 
ALSO TO THE FEELINGS OP ITS NON- WHITE CITIZENS, ARE URGING 
REPEAL. THE PARTY'S HARD-CORE CONSERVATIVES, STILL VERY 
MUCH IN THE SADDLE, OPPOSE REPEAL. IT COULD, THEY SUGGEST, 
"UNLEASH AN UNCONTROLLABLE SPATE OP SEXUAL EXCESSES AND 
DISSIPATION WHICH MAY BE TOTALLY ABHORRENT TO ALL RACES." 
THE ISSUE IS EXPECTED TO ARISE IN THE NEXT SESSION OF 
PARLIAMENT. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT CRIES OUT IN NATIONALISTIC 
INDIGNATION WHEN POREIGNERS SUGGEST THAT ITS RACIAL POLI- 
CIES RENDER IT UNPIT FOR INTERNATIONAL COMPANY. THIS PUTS 
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ON THAT GOVERNMENT A SPECIAL OBLIGATION TO TAKE THE BURDEN 
OP CHANGE UPON ITSELE. NO ONE WOULD DENY THAT THESE LAWS 
GOVERNMNING CHOICES OP SEX AND MARRIAGE GO TO THE HEART OP 
THE POLITICAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE RACES. IP THE WHITE 
SOCIETY ADMITS IT CANNOT CONTROL THESE PARTICULAR CHOICES, 

IT WILL BE PORCED TO ASK ITSELF HOW IT CAN CLAIM TO CON- 
TROL OTHERS. BUT WHITES CAN NO LONGER EVADE THESE QUESTIONS. 
THE NECESSITY TO CONPRONT THEM IS PAINPUL BUT CLEAR. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: APARTHEID, PRESS COMMENTS, SOCIAL CUSTOMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 15-Jul-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE1 65394 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: BARUSSELL:MR 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770253-0273 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770752/aaaabsop.tel 

Line Count: 102 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 763ac06a-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1845715 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ARTICLE ON SEX AND THE SINGULAR SOUTH AFRICAN 

TAGS: PFOR, SOPN, SPOP, SF 

To: CAPE TOWN DURBAN MULTIPLE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/763ac06a-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



